48	Introduction
A considerable part of the employment before the War was due to
the residential nature of the town, and for this the university was
largely responsible. North Oxford developed towards the end of
the nineteenth century, when enforced celibacy for the dons was
abolished, and since that time retired professional people have been
attracted to Oxford by the intellectual and cultural activities for
which the existence of the university is responsible. This tendency
is still apparent, and in recent years the residential character of the
town has been accentuated by a fundamental change which has taken
place in recent years in the character and functions of the university.
The widening of the field of studies has made necessary a larger
teaching staff, and the growth of research work is retaining in Oxford
an ever-growing body of post-graduate workers.1 This graduate
population is resident in Oxford for a larger portion of the year than
the undergraduate, so that the change is of considerable economic
and social significance for the city.
In the aloof atmosphere of pre-war Oxford it is not surprising
that there was no suspicion of the post-war industrialization of the
city: *We have, in all our plans of improvement for the future, to
remember that Oxford is not among that class of towns where
population is rapidly increasing; it is a residential city with peculiar
attractions.'2 But these peculiar attractions in their essentials still
remain. The colleges and their gardens are still the main features of
the centre of the town and the effect of the university on the life of
the town is still apparent in innumerable ways, such as in the enter-
tainments offered, in the diminished activity out of term in restaurants
and bookshops, and in the participation of the university in all
civic business and ceremonial. But new elements have been intro-
duced into the city since the War. On the outskirts a new population
drawn from all parts of the country and unfamiliar with the life and
traditions of a university town has been established. A new class of
shop—fixed-price stores and ready-made tailors—has come to meet
the needs of this population. As well as these new features, and
perhaps more noticeable than either of them, is the increase in traffic, v
which has brought with it problems of congestion and of damage to
the foundations of the college buildings. The prime factor in bring-
ing about these developments has been the establishment and growth
of the motor industry. In contrast with the steady progress of print-
ing, Oxford's old-established industry, has been the meteoric rise of
1	There were about 850 graduates resident in Oxford in the Trinity Term of 1921.
In 1937 there were 1,640 (figures from Residents' Lists).
2	Oxford Times, March iyth, 1906.

